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Succos teaches us many things. One of the most important things that Succos teaches
is that we should not be self-righteous. Self-righteousness is one of the greatest
destroyers of religious comunities in the whole world. Self-righteousness can
destroy families. It can accomplish the exact opposite of what religion is supposed
to teach us. It divides people and harms people. It puts people off. It does

not bring people closer to G-d. In fact, the Kotzka Rebbe once said, "I would
rather deal with a man who knows he is a sinner than deal with a man who knows

that he is righteous.” A1l of us have faults and all of us have no right to look
down on others. A1l of us must work with others and work with ourselves in order

to constantly elevate ourselves but we also have to always be open to others.

They tell the story about the father of the Baal Shem Tov. It once happened, and
the father of the Baal Shem Tov himself was a great man, that Elijah the Prophet
decided to come to see the father of the Besht, the Baal Shem Tov. He came Erev
Shabbat and he was invited by the father of the Baal Shem Tov to spend Shabbat

with them. In the middle of the Shabbat Elijah broke the Shabbat several times

and the father of the Baal Shem Tov looked at him but did not say anything and

he treated his offenses as if he had done them by mistake. He still fed him and
treated him 1ike an honored guest. After Shabbat was over Elijah the Prophet revealed
himself to the Baal Shem Tov's father and said, "Because you treated me so well

even though I had broken some of the laws of Shabbat you are going to have the
great. Zechus of having a great light emanate from you, a son who is going to spread
and rekindle the light of Judaism throughout the whole world." Of course, this

Just illustrates the point that none of us should be self-righteous.

That is, of course, one of the meanings of the lulav and esrog. You know that

the Gematria of lulav, the palm branch, is Chaim, 68, and the rabbis say that Chaim
is equivalent to Torah, that the Tife of a Jew is Torah. We all know that one

of the interpretations of the lulav is that it has a good taste but does not have

any smell and taste refers to Torah. Why does taste refer to Torah? Because when
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a person learns he tastes it himself. When you taste a nice dish you taste it
yourself but nobody else can taste it. Many times when you learn Torah you gain
great pleasure from learning Torah and it fills you but you do not spread it necessarily
to others. On the other hand, the Hadas, which has an odor and smell, is compared
to a person who has a lot of mitzvahs but he does not have Torah because when you
do a mitzvah it spreads all over. The good smell wafts all over the place and
everybody can smell it and enjoy it. Therefore, the lulav stands for Torah, stands
for a person who has a lot of Torah but not too many good deeds. The Hadas stands
for lots of good deeds but very 1ittle Torah; it does not have a taste. It is
interesting to note that the Gematria of Hadas is actually 69, which shows that
the rabbis prize good deeds even more than they did Torah. It is not the learnign
that is important, it is the doing that is important. Then you have the Arova

and the Arova does not have any Torah, does not have much good deeds. That is

why it does not have a taste or smell. The rabbis all ask, why do we have an Arava?
They say that the Gematria of Arova is the same as Zera, is the same as 277, the
same as children because you must treat even people who do not have Torah and do
not have mitzvahs or much Torah or mitzvahs because you never know whether they
are going to change or especially whether their children are going to change.

Therefore, you have to treat everybody properlv.

The question can be asked, though, why is it that we don't just have an esrog?

An esrog has both Torah and mitzvahs. It has a beautiful smell and taste, so shouldn't
that be enough. The rabbis say no because the esrog also stand for the heart of

a person and it is possible for a person to have Torah and mitzvahs but he does

not have a heart. He does not empathize with other people. In fact, instead he

sticks his nose up in the air. He feels he is superior. He is going to out-frum

you and that is something that is terrible. A person of Torah and mitzvahs must

also have a heart, an empathetic, sympathetic heart. The same thing is true of
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Tulav. It stands for Torah. It must be straight because it stands for the spine.

I must tell you that many times there are people who have Torah who do not have

this spine. I remember in New York when I was in yeshiva I went and asked a very
great man a halachic problem. He gave me the answer but he said, "Don't tell anybody
I told you because I do not want to be criticized.” What kind of Torah is that?

We have many instances of that even in our community today. People are intimidated

and they do not want to say what they think is the truth. That cannot be Torah.

Torah must be given with truth.

We also have the Hadas, which stands for those people who have mitzvahs. It stands
for the eye because they also have to have vision. Many people are giving charity
and they just give it by rote, what they have done for years and years the same

way but they really have not Tooked at the problems of the comunity and decided

to give to those areas which really need it. Today we are very fortunate that

Jewish continuity has come on the stage just as Israel is fading. Israel no Tonger
has the pizzaz it had before. One of the reason is that Israel now has a flourishing
economy, 70 billion dollar economy. Israel probably does not need our charity

the way they needed it in the past. Also there are many in Israel who say they
should not be a shnorrer state, etc. In Israel, too, by many of the actions recently
has not showed itself necessarily to be everything that all the Jews wanted it

to be, as I talked about in a previous speech. Therefore, the pizzaz of giving

to Israel is decreasing. We hope the pizzaz of Jewish education will replace it,
that people will realize that if Jews are to continue there must be Jewish education
and Jewish education costs a lot of money, that we must give to the people who

do mitzvahs, the people who do charity, we must give them vision. They must see

what the problems are:and they must respond to the problems of today.

Finally we have the Arova, which stands for the mouth. We have so many Jews who

do not have much Torah or mitzvahs but how are we going to appeal to them? How
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are we going to bring them back tot he fold? How are we going to open their mouth?
What can we say to them that will bring them back? We have to listen to their
problems. We have to know why they are so far from Torah and mitzvahs today and
try to bring them back. We have to reach out to them. We cannot be self-righteous
and smug and put fences around ourselves. In fact, there is a trend that I do

not understand where people all of a sudden do not want to have their children

go to school with children who do not come from real frum homes. Who ever heard
of such a thing? Every Jewish child is entitled to a Jewish education no matter
what their parents practice or don't practice. This is something that is self-
destructive of Judaism and is something that is actually contrary to all halacha.
If we look carefully at the lulav and esrog they are teaching us that we have to
reach out to all Jews. All Jews have to be there. A Jew who has Torah and mitzvahs
has to have a heart, has to be empathetic, has to be willing to reach out to others,
and this, of course, is something that we must do if Judaism is to be strong.

We must have a Torah which cannot be intimidated. We must have charity givers

who have vision, and we must be able to open the mouth to get somehow to those
people who are far from Torah and mitzvahs. It is suprising that we have so many
smug, complacent people here in America, so many Jews. Unfortunately, they are
even doing it to their own parents, their own parents who sent them to yeshiva

and sacrificed for them and all of a sudden they become smug and complacent against
their own parents. Our own Haphtorah speaks about this. It speaks against this.
It speaks about Shlomo Melech. Shlomo Melech dedicated the Temple and it was only
year in Jewish history that Yom Kippur was not celebrated as a fast. For 14 days
the Jewish people celebrated and on Shmini Atzeres they went home and in today's
Haphtorah we learn how Shlomo thanked G-d that G-d gave him the ability to fulfill
his father's vision and, therefore, we say even in the benching, "0 mercifuly ONe,
please erect for us again the succah of David which has fallen, the Temple of David

which has fallen." How can we say that this is the Temple of David? Thiswas




image5.png
SECOND DAY SUCCOS 1995

Rabbi Joseph Radinsky

Page Five

Solomon built it. DAvid was rejected. David was not allowed to build the Temple
because of his sins, some of them also were maybe of necessity. He had to shed

blood to save the Jewish people but he was not allowed to build the Temple, and
SoTomon could have said, "My father was rejected. Therefore, I built the Temple

and I am greater," but he did not say that. He gave his father full credit because
his father had a dream. Maybe he could not fulfill that dream but his father had

the dream and his father gave him the dream and when children become smug and complacent
and self-righteous toward their own parents, that is a big travesty. It was their
parents who gave them the vision. They should respect their parents even though
maybe their-parents are not on such a high level as they think they are now. Solomon
was on a very high level, higher than his father because he was allowed to build

the Temple but he did not disparage his father. He gave his father full credit,

and to this day this is known as the TEmple of David, as the Succah of DAvid.

This, I think, is a very important lesson, that we should never become self-righteous
and we cannot become self-righteous and if we become self-righteous we are violating
a basic Jewish norm. Therefore, we even say the blessing on the lulav and not

on the esrog because the Tulav is composed of parts of Jews that are defective

but they are still wonderful parts and we should never look down on them but we
should always be open to them and always be welcoming to them and we should always

bring them closer to Torah. Self-righteousness has no place in Judaism.

On the holiday of Succos the rabbis tell us every Jew ate from every other Jew.

No Jew was supposed to look down on any other Jew. Even though there were differences
of opinion between Shamai and Hillel as to what was kosher. They obviously must
have told each other those items that they may have had doubts about, but one wac
not to Took down on the other. One was not:to be self-righteous. Succos teaches

us not to be self-righteous.
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I am reminded of the story they tell about a two people playing golf. One was

a very self-righteous fellow and the other was just a plain guy. The plain guy

hit the ball, missed two inches from the cup and it would not go in. He said,

"0Oh, darn it." His friend said, "Don't say that. Don't lose your temper. It

is not nice to lose your temper." On the second hole the same thing happened

and he said, "Oh, darn it, missed again.” His friend said, "If you do that again

I'm going to call G-d's wrath down upon you." He was good for three or four holes

but on the sixth hole again he missed and he said, "Oh, darn it. Missed again."

A1l of a sudden a bolt of 1ightning came down from heaven and struck the self-righteous
fellow and we hear from heaven, "Oh, darn it. Missed again.” G-d does not appreciate
self-righteousness. Let us all hope and pray that we will all be open, warming,
accepting people who are interested in bringing people close to Judaism and not

pushing them away by our self-righteousness so the Mashiach will come quickly in

our day. Amen.




